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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-3 are pending. 



REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 



Prior art fails to teach or fairly suggest an image processing method comprising the 
steps of: compressing the road image having undergone the inverse perspective 
process of vertical direction; determining slope in the lane markers from compressed 
image; determining a curvature in the road from the determined slop in the lane markers 
and determining a drive direction and a lateral lane deviation of the vehicle. 

Although Yuhara et al (US 6,658,137) disclose a road sensor means comprising a 
means for capturing brightness values form plurality windows and to eliminate 
undesirable windows, the brightness value of the windows in this row are averaged and 
the windows having brightness values that are significantly different from the mean 
value are excluded. 

But Yuhara et al fails to teach or fairly suggest the limitation of the claimed invention as 
recited in clairrH, particularly compressing the road image having undergone the 
inverse perspective process of vertical direction; determining slope in the lane markers 
from compressed image; determining a curvature in the road from the determined slop 
in the lane markers and determining a drive direction and a lateral lane deviation of the 
vehicle. 
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Accordingly, claims 1-3 are allowed. 



CONTACT INFORAMTION 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry Choobin whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5787. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 AM to 18:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 703-308-5246. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Barry Choobin 
September 30, 2004 





